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Preface

The year 2012 marks an important milestone for English studies at Charles
University in Prague – the centenary of their existence. It was in the academic
year 1912/1913 that the first specialised department of English philology was
established in Prague, with Vilém Mathesius its first Professor.
It is impossible to celebrate a hundredth anniversary with a single act,
as it is impossible to separate the results of scholarly work from the lives of
the scholars, their students and the institution. Consequently, a series of
commemorative events were organized including an anniversary colloquium,
an exhibition, meetings where several generations of teachers and students
shared their memories and gratitude, acknowledging the fruitfulness of the
path established a hundred years ago – and, last but not least, this book.
The present volume looks back at the past hundred years through tracing
down salient topics of English linguistics dealt with originally by the distinguished professors of the Department, and surveying them from today’s
perspective, attesting to the “continuity of the Prague approach to linguistics,
which has persisted and grown over this hundred years of English studies”
(Leech, this volume, p. 13). Themes and observations that Mathesius, Trnka,
Vachek, Poldauf, Nosek and others have confronted us with were selected,
and their students and followers were invited to take them up.
The volume opens with an introductory chapter by Geoffrey Leech
(Chapter 1), who offers a bird’s eye view of the work of the Prague School
scholars, emphasizing the “sustained evolution, refinement and elaboration
of an existing paradigm” typical of the Prague School (this volume, p. 14).
Libuše Dušková (Chapter 2) chooses two attributes that characterize Vilém
Mathesius, and may also serve as the characteristics of the school of linguistic thought inspired by his work: Mathesius the functional linguist, and
Mathesius the comparative linguist. Dušková focuses on Mathesius’ conception of analytic comparison and language characterology, examining the
nominal tendencies of English with respect to information structure against
the background of Czech. The functional aspect and Mathesius’ contribution
to the theory of functional sentence perspective and its subsequent development is taken up by Eva Hajičová in Chapter 3 concluding Part II.
In Part III, the focus shifts from Mathesius to the work of Bohumil Trnka.
Rostislav Kocourek (Chapter 4) deals with Trnka “in the perspective of the field
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of philology”, arguing that “philology has accumulated potential humanizing semantic features that contribute to what Prague linguists refer to by
the multi-faceted expression functional in the term functional structural linguistics”
(this volume, p. 67). Jan Čermák’s chapter (Chapter 5) introduces a presentday perspective on Trnka’s conception of analogy.
Part IV of this volume returns to Josef Vachek and Ivan Poldauf, the remaining two “greats” of the “Big Four” (this volume, p. 103). Ludmila Urba
nová devotes her chapter to Vachek’s contribution to the study of the relationship between written and spoken language (Chapter 6). Aleš Klégr presents the
lexicographic side of Poldauf’s work (Chapter 7), paying tribute to his insights
into and outstanding contribution to bilingual dictionary-making. A fifth
deserving contributor to Prague English studies, albeit not given a separate
chapter, was Trnka’s pupil Jiří Nosek. Like his teacher, Nosek devoted his
entire academic career to the Prague English Department, and his stylistic
and syntactic studies, especially those concerned with sentence condensation, have remained an inspiring source for many younger scholars (this
volume, Chapter 9).
Part V covers two more topics that have frequently recurred in the works
of Praguian Anglicists throughout the last hundred years: the subject of
word order is revisited in Gabriela Brůhová’s chapter examining the ordering of complements with ditransitive verbs (Chapter 8), while Markéta Malá
and Pavlína Šaldová discuss the topic of complex condensation by participial
clauses (Chapter 9).
In the final part of this volume Jiřina Popelíková and Marcela Sudková
present an “overview of the most important landmarks in the historical development of English studies at the Faculty of Arts in Prague” (this volume,
p. 161), drawing on the documents found in the University Archives and
providing yet another perspective on the Department’s journey through the
past hundred years. As an additional documentary reminder of the occasion,
the chapters in this volume are supplemented with selected period documents
and photographs in the Appendix.
As most chapters evidence, Vilém Mathesius not only played the key role in
establishing the first specialized department of English philology, but influenced Prague English Studies by his research and by raising a multitude
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of questions which can only be solved (on a comparative basis) by Czech linguists rather than by English scholars. He inspired and prepared a number
of his students for an academic career, six of them obtaining their habilitation during the thirty years of his professorship at the English Department –
Bohumil Trnka, René Wellek, Zdeněk Vančura, Otakar Vočadlo, Ivan Poldauf,
and Josef Vachek. This direct lineage, to which the authors of the respective chapters subscribe, has maintained and contributed substantially to the
unique tradition of Czech English studies, serving as an inspiration for generations to come.
Although not every personality and topic that deserve to be included could
in fact be squeezed in, on the whole, we hope, the volume pays due respect
to the hundred years’ tradition of English Studies in Prague, at the same
time pointing, as the titles of some of the chapters suggest, ‘beyond’ to their
second century.

Markéta Malá, Pavlína Šaldová
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